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The Oldest Living Things In The World

The Oldest Living Things in the World: A Journey Through Time

the oldest living things in the world are not just fascinating relics of the past;
they are

living testaments to resilience, adaptation, and the sheer passage of time on our planet.
From ancient trees that have witnessed centuries unfold, to microscopic organisms
surviving in extreme environments, these living entities o?er a unique glimpse into
Earth?s history. Exploring them reveals stories of survival and evolution that span
thousands, sometimes even millions, of years.

The Immortal Giants: Ancient Trees

When people think about the oldest living things, ancient trees often come to mind. Trees
are remarkable organisms capable of living for thousands of years, silently enduring
climate changes, natural disasters, and human activity.

Bristlecone Pines: The Methuselah of Trees

Among the oldest living trees are the Bristlecone pines (Pinus longaeva) found in the
White Mountains of California. These trees can live for more than 4,800 years. Imagine a
single tree sprouting during the Bronze Age and still standing today! The most famous of

these ancient trees is named Methuselah, estimated to be over 4,850 years old.
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What makes Bristlecone pines so resilient? Their dense, resinous wood resists insects,
fungi, and decay. Additionally, these trees grow in harsh, high-altitude environments
where competition is minimal, allowing them to survive for millennia.

Clonal Colonies: The Pando Aspen

Not all ancient living things are individual organisms. Some exist as clonal colonies, where
many genetically identical stems share a single root system. The Pando, a clonal colony of
guaking aspens (Populus tremuloides) in Utah, is often cited as one of the oldest and
heaviest living organisms.

Pando is estimated to be around 80,000 years old, making it vastly older than any single
tree. While individual stems may live for 130 years or so, the root system continually
produces new trunks, e?ectively allowing the colony to live on through millennia.

Living Fossils: Creatures That Defy Time

The oldest living things in the world are not only plants; some animals have also stood the
test of time with remarkably ancient lineages or individual lifespans.

Glass Sponges: Deep-Sea Survivors

Certain species of glass sponges, such as those found in the deep waters 0? the coast of
British Columbia, Canada, live for thousands of years. Some specimens are estimated to
be over 10,000 years old. These sponges grow extremely slowly and inhabit stable, cold
environments, which contribute to their longevity.

Their silica-based skeletons are intricate and glass-like, giving them their name. Studying

these sponges helps scientists understand ancient marine ecosystems and the longevity
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mechanisms in marine life.

The Quahog Clam: A Century-Old Bivalve

Among individual animals, the ocean quahog clam (Arctica islandica) is renowned for its
impressive lifespan. One specimen named "Ming" was discovered to be over 500 years old
when scientists accidentally killed it while determining its age.

These clams live buried in the seabed and grow very slowly, which contributes to their
extended life. Their longevity has made them valuable proxies for studying historical
climate patterns through growth ring analysis.

Microbial Longevity: Life in Extreme Conditions

Moving from large organisms to the microscopic world, some of the oldest living things
are microorganisms that survive in extreme environments. Their ability to persist over
geological timescales challenges our understanding of life?s limits.

Endospores and Bacterial Survival

Certain bacteria can form endospores?dormant, tough structures that protect them from
harsh conditions such as radiation, dehydration, and lack of nutrients. Scientists have
revived bacterial endospores from ancient salt crystals and permafrost, some estimated
to be hundreds of thousands to millions of years old.

These discoveries suggest that life can endure in a suspended state for incredibly long
periods, raising questions about microbial survival on other planets and in extreme Earth

environments.
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Ancient Stromatolites: Living Layers of History

Stromatolites are layered structures formed by the activity of cyanobacteria, some of the
oldest known life forms on Earth. Fossilized stromatolites date back over 3.5 billion years,
and living stromatolites still exist in places like Shark Bay, Australia.

These structures provide a window into early Earth?s biosphere and the origin of oxygen in
the atmosphere. The cyanobacteria that build stromatolites continue to thrive,

representing some of the oldest continuous life forms.

Unusual Records: Other Ancient Living Organisms

Beyond trees, sponges, and microbes, the natural world houses other remarkable
examples of longevity worth exploring.

Koi Fish and Tortoises: Long-Lived Vertebrates

Certain vertebrates have also made their mark as some of the oldest living animals. Koi
?sh, for example, can live over 200 years, with one famous koi named Hanako reportedly
living to 226 years.

Similarly, tortoises such as the Aldabra giant tortoise and the Galapagos tortoise often live
well beyond a century. One of the oldest recorded tortoises was Adwaita, who allegedly
lived for about 255 years.

Corals: Ancient Architects of the Sea

Coral colonies can survive for thousands of years, with some specimens in the deep ocean
estimated to be over 4,000 years old. These slow-growing animals build calcium

carbonate skeletons that form reefs, crucial ecosystems for marine biodiversity.
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Their longevity and sensitivity to environmental changes make corals essential indicators
of ocean health and climate change impacts.

Why Do Some Organisms Live So Long?

Understanding the factors that contribute to extreme longevity in living organisms sheds
light on biology, ecology, and even human aging.

Slow Metabolism: Many ancient organisms grow and metabolize slowly,
reducing

wear and tear on their cells.

Environmental Stability: Life in stable, often harsh environments with minimal
2.

competition helps reduce risks.

Genetic Adaptations: Some species have evolved e?cient DNA repair

3.

mechanisms and resistance to diseases or predators.

Clonal Reproduction: In clonal colonies, individual parts can die while the
genetic

4.
organism continues.
These factors combined allow some of the oldest living things in the world to survive for

millennia, o?ering valuable models for scienti?c research.
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Discovering and studying these ancient organisms not only enriches our appreciation of
nature?s complexity but also provides clues about resilience and survival. Whether it?s a
towering Bristlecone pine or a tiny ancient bacterium, these living wonders connect us to
the deep history of life on Earth in profound ways.

Question

Answer

What is considered the oldest

living organism on Earth?

The oldest living organism on Earth is believed to be a

colony of the cyanobacteria genus called

'Stromatolites," which have existed for about 3.5 billion

years.

Which is the oldest known

individual tree still alive today?

The oldest known individual tree is a Great Basin

bristlecone pine (Pinus longaeva) named Methuselah,

estimated to be over 4,800 years old, located in

California's White Mountains.

Are there any oldest living

animals on Earth that have

survived for centuries?
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Yes, some animals like the Greenland shark can live for
over 400 years, making them among the longest-living
vertebrates on Earth.

What is the oldest living clonal

colony?

The oldest living clonal colony is 'Pando," a clonal
guaking aspen grove in Utah, estimated to be around
80,000 years old.

How do some microorganisms

manage to survive for millions

of years?

Some microorganisms survive for millions of years by
entering a dormant state, such as spores or cysts,
which allows them to withstand extreme conditions like
desiccation, radiation, and lack of nutrients.

Is there a di?erence between

the oldest individual organisms

and clonal colonies?

Yes, individual organisms refer to a single living entity,

while clonal colonies consist of genetically identical

Vol. 2026, Issue 9
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organisms connected by a root system or other

structures, allowing them to survive for much longer

periods.

Where can you ?nd the oldest

living trees in the world?

The oldest living trees, like bristlecone pines, are

primarily found in high-altitude regions of the western

United States, particularly in California, Nevada, and

Utah.

The Oldest Living Things in the World: A Journey Through Time and Survival

the oldest living things in the world represent some of the most extraordinary
examples of resilience and longevity on our planet. These organisms, ranging from
ancient trees to microscopic life forms, have withstood the test of time, environmental
changes, and natural disasters, o?ering invaluable insights into the mechanisms of
survival and adaptation. Understanding these living relics not only broadens our
perspective on life?s durability but also highlights the intricate balance within ecosystems
that sustain such longevity.

Exploring the Spectrum of Ancient Life

When discussing the oldest living things in the world, the conversation spans a diverse
array of species and life forms. From giant clonal colonies that reproduce vegetatively to

solitary organisms surviving for millennia, each example tells a unique story of biological
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endurance. The concept of ?oldest? can be multifaceted, involving individual age, clonal
colony age, or even cellular longevity. This complexity necessitates a closer examination
of speci?c categories of ancient life.

Ancient Trees: Living Testaments to Time

Among the most iconic symbols of longevity are ancient trees, which often dominate
discussions about the oldest living organisms. Trees such as the Great Basin bristlecone
pine (Pinus longaeva) have been scienti?cally dated to be over 5,000 years old. The oldest
known individual tree, a?ectionately called ?Methuselah,? resides in California?s White
Mountains and serves as a remarkable example of natural endurance.

Beyond individual trees, clonal colonies like Pando, a quaking aspen grove in Utah, are
estimated to be around 80,000 years old. Pando represents a single organism connected
by an extensive root system, continuously regenerating new trunks while the original root
structure persists. This clonal survival strategy underscores the distinction between
individual longevity and genetic continuity.

Microbial Life: The Unseen Longevity Champions

While trees capture public imagination, microbial life forms arguably hold the record for
the oldest living entities on Earth. Certain bacteria have demonstrated the ability to
survive in suspended animation for millions of years. For example, scientists have revived
bacteria from salt crystals dated to be approximately 250 million years old, challenging

our understanding of life?s resilience.
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These microorganisms? survival tactics include entering dormant states and utilizing DNA
repair mechanisms that allow them to withstand extreme environmental conditions. Such
?ndings have profound implications for ?elds like astrobiology and medicine, as they o?er
clues about life?s potential persistence beyond Earth and in hostile environments.
Marine Organisms: Long-Lived Creatures of the Deep

The ocean harbors some of the oldest living animals, with lifespans that greatly exceed
many terrestrial counterparts. The Greenland shark (Somniosus microcephalus), for
instance, has been estimated to live for up to 400 years, making it one of the longest-
living vertebrates. These sharks inhabit the cold depths of the Arctic and North Atlantic,
where slow metabolism likely contributes to their extended longevity.

Similarly, certain species of deep-sea corals have been dated to be thousands of years
old. These sessile organisms form complex reef structures that support diverse marine
ecosystems and act as natural archives of oceanic environmental changes across
millennia.

Factors Contributing to Longevity in Living Organisms

Understanding why some organisms live extraordinarily long lives involves exploring
biological, environmental, and evolutionary factors. Longevity is rarely the result of a
single trait but rather a combination of genetic adaptations, metabolic rates, and habitat
conditions.

Genetic Adaptations and Cellular Mechanisms

Genetic factors play a pivotal role in lifespan determination. Certain species possess
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genes that enhance DNA repair capabilities, reduce cellular damage, and regulate
metabolic processes more e?ciently. For instance, bristlecone pines have dense wood
resistant to pests and decay, while some bacteria synthesize protective enzymes that
shield their cellular components.

Additionally, telomere length and maintenance are critical in many organisms. Telomeres,
the protective caps at the ends of chromosomes, tend to shorten with age, but in some
long-lived species, mechanisms exist to preserve or restore telomere length, thereby
delaying cellular aging.

Environmental Stability and Low Metabolic Rates

Habitats characterized by stable, low-stress environments often correlate with increased
longevity. Organisms like the Greenland shark bene?t from cold, deep waters that slow
metabolism and reduce oxidative stress. Similarly, ancient trees often grow in harsh,
nutrient-poor environments, where slow growth rates contribute to extended lifespans.
The trade-0? between growth and maintenance is a central theme in longevity studies.
Slower-growing species tend to invest more resources in cellular repair and defense,
which can lead to longer lifespans but reduced reproductive rates.

Challenges in Determining the Age of Ancient Organisms

Estimating the age of the oldest living things in the world presents scienti?c challenges
due to the diversity of life forms and their complex growth patterns. Methods vary

depending on the organism and available data, in?uencing the accuracy and reliability of



The oldest living things in the world Online PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 9

age estimates.

Dendrochronology and Radiocarbon Dating

For trees, dendrochronology?the study of growth rings?is a reliable method to determine
age. However, in cases where growth rings are faint or overlapping, radiocarbon dating
supplements the analysis. These methods can date living trees and even dead wood
samples, providing timelines that span thousands of years.

Genetic and Molecular Techniques

In microorganisms or clonal colonies, age estimation often relies on genetic analyses and
mutation rates. By comparing DNA sequences and observing genetic drift, scientists infer
the age of clonal lineages. These indirect methods require assumptions about mutation
rates and environmental conditions, which can introduce uncertainty.

Limitations and Debates

Some claims regarding ancient living organisms remain contentious within the scienti?c
community. For example, the exact age of clonal colonies like Pando is debated, with
estimates ranging widely due to di?culties in distinguishing individual stems and root
structures. Such debates highlight the need for continued research and re?nement of
dating techniques.

Signi?cance of Studying the Oldest Living Things

Research into the oldest living things in the world transcends mere curiosity; it provides
critical insights into biology, ecology, and climate science. Ancient organisms serve as

living laboratories for understanding genetic resilience, adaptation strategies, and
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environmental history.

Ecological Implications

Long-lived organisms often play keystone roles in their ecosystems. Ancient trees, for
example, provide habitat and resources for numerous species, while coral reefs
constructed by centuries-old corals support marine biodiversity. Preserving these
organisms is essential for maintaining ecological balance and resilience.

Climate and Environmental Records

Tree rings, coral skeletons, and sediment layers associated with ancient life forms act as
natural archives that record past climate conditions, atmospheric changes, and ecological
shifts. Such data help scientists reconstruct Earth?s environmental history and predict
future trends.

Biotechnological and Medical Applications

Understanding the mechanisms behind longevity and cellular repair in ancient organisms
has potential applications in medicine and biotechnology. Insights gleaned from these life
forms could inform anti-aging research, cancer treatment, and the development of stress-
resistant crops.

The study of the oldest living things in the world continues to reveal the astounding
capacity of life to endure and adapt. As scienti?c techniques evolve and exploration
expands, new discoveries will undoubtedly challenge our perceptions of time, survival,

and the interconnectedness of all living beings on Earth.
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living and nonliving things passage second grade

living and nonliving things passage second grade

Understanding the differences between living and nonliving things is an important part of a
second-grade science curriculum. This knowledge helps young students develop their observation
skills, expand their vocabulary, and foster a sense of curiosity about the world around them. A
well-structured passage on living and nonliving things can serve as an engaging educational
resource, helping children recognize and categorize the objects they see every day.

In this article, we will explore the characteristics that define living and nonliving things, provide
examples of each, and suggest activities to reinforce learning. Whether you're a teacher preparing a
lesson plan or a parent helping your child with homework, this comprehensive guide aims to make
the topic clear and accessible for second graders.

What Are Living Things?

Living things, also known as organisms, are beings that grow, reproduce, respond to their
environment, and have cells that make up their bodies. They are alive, meaning they have life
processes that sustain their existence. Understanding what makes something living is key to
distinguishing between living and nonliving things.

Characteristics of Living Things

Living things share several defining features:

- Growth: Living things grow larger over time. For example, a seedling grows into a big tree.

- Reproduction: Living organisms can produce new living things, such as a puppy having
puppies or a plant producing seeds.

- Response to Stimuli: They can react to changes in their environment. For instance, plants
bend toward sunlight, and animals move away from danger.
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- Cells: All living things are made up of tiny building blocks called cells.
- Need for Food: Living things require food to get energy and stay alive.
- Breathing: Many living things breathe, taking in oxygen or other gases.

Examples of Living Things

Here are some common examples of living things that second graders might observe:

- Animals: dogs, cats, birds, fish, insects

- Plants: trees, flowers, grass, bushes

- Humans: boys, girls, adults

- Microorganisms: bacteria, fungi (though microscopic, they are living)

What Are Nonliving Things?

Nonliving things are objects that do not grow, reproduce, or respond to their environment in the
ways living things do. They do not have cells or life processes. These objects can sometimes
resemble living things but lack the essential characteristics of life.

Characteristics of Nonliving Things

Nonliving things:

- Do not grow or change on their own

- Never reproduce or create new objects

- Do not respond to stimuli in a way that indicates life
- Are not made up of cells

- Do not need food or water to survive

Examples of Nonliving Things

Common nonliving objects include:

- Rocks and stones

- Plastic toys and utensils

- Clothing and shoes

- Books and furniture

- Sunlight and air (non-solid nonliving things)
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How to Tell the Difference Between Living and Nonliving Things

Helping second graders distinguish between living and nonliving things involves observation and
understanding their characteristics. Here are some simple ways to identify each:

Steps for Identification
- Look for movement or growth: Is the object growing or moving on its own?
- Check if it needs food or water: Does the object require nutrients or hydration?
- Observe response to environment: Does it react when touched or exposed to light?
- Consider if it can reproduce: Can it make more of itself?
Using these questions, children can practice sorting objects into living and nonliving categories.

Activities to Reinforce Learning

Engaging activities can make the concept of living and nonliving things more memorable and fun for
second graders.

1. Nature Walks
Take children on a walk in the school yard, park, or garden. Encourage them to observe and note

what they see.

- Ask them to identify at least three living things (e.g., a bird, a flower, an ant).
- Identify nonliving things (e.g., a rock, a bench, a piece of paper).
- Discuss how they know which are living and which are nonliving.
2. Sorting Game
Provide pictures or objects representing various items.
- Have children sort them into two groups: living and nonliving.
- Ask them to explain their choices based on the characteristics discussed.

- This activity helps reinforce understanding through hands-on experience.

3. Drawing and Labeling
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Ask children to draw a scene from nature, including both living and nonliving things.

- Label each item as living or nonliving.
- Describe why they categorized each object that way.

4. Classify and Compare

Create a chart with two columns: Living Things and Nonliving Things.

- Fill the chart with examples provided by the children.
- Discuss the differences in characteristics.

Key Vocabulary for Second Grade

Introducing and reinforcing key vocabulary helps students articulate their understanding:

- Living: Alive, grows, reproduces, responds

- Nonliving: Not alive, does not grow or respond

- Cell: The tiny building block of living things

- Reproduce: Make more of the same kind

- Stimulus: Something in the environment that causes a response

Summary

Understanding the difference between living and nonliving things is fundamental for second graders.
Living things have life processes such as growth, reproduction, and response to stimuli, while
nonliving things do not. By observing their surroundings, engaging in sorting activities, and
discussing examples, children can develop a clear understanding of these concepts.

Encouraging curiosity and exploration through outdoor activities and hands-on experiments makes
learning about living and nonliving things both fun and educational. As students become more
familiar with the characteristics that define each, they build a strong foundation for future science
studies and a greater appreciation for the natural world around them.

Whether at home or in the classroom, this knowledge helps children develop critical thinking skills
and a scientific mindset that will serve them well as they continue to explore and learn about the
world.
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Living and Nonliving Things Passage Second Grade: An In-Depth Review

Understanding the concepts of living and nonliving things is a fundamental part of early science
education, especially for second graders. Introducing young students to these ideas through
passages and passages-based activities helps build a strong foundation for future scientific learning.
In this article, we will explore the importance of these passages, their structure, benefits, challenges,
and tips for making the learning process engaging and effective.

The Importance of Living and Nonliving Things Passages in Second
Grade

Teaching second graders about living and nonliving things is a critical step in fostering their curiosity
about the natural world. Passages designed for this age group serve as an accessible entry point
into scientific classification and observation skills.

Why are these passages important?

- Early Scientific Literacy: They help students recognize and differentiate between living and
nonliving things.

- Vocabulary Development: Introduce age-appropriate scientific terminology.

- Observation Skills: Encourage students to observe characteristics and features of various
objects.

- Critical Thinking: Promote reasoning about what makes an organism alive or not.

- Preparation for Future Topics: Lay the groundwork for more complex science concepts like
ecosystems, habitats, and life cycles.

Features of Effective Passages

- Age-appropriate language
- Clear definitions

- Engaging illustrations

- Interactive questions

- Real-life examples

Structure of a Typical Living and Nonliving Things Passage

Most passages aimed at second graders follow a simple, student-friendly structure designed to
facilitate comprehension and retention.
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Introduction
- Briefly introduces the topic, such as ?What are living and nonliving things??
- Uses relatable examples, e.g., animals, trees, toys, rocks.
Key Characteristics
- Describes features that distinguish living things (growth, movement, reproduction, need for air
and water).
- Describes features of nonliving things (no growth, no movement without external cause, no
reproduction).
Examples and Comparisons
- Provides examples of living things like cats, plants, insects.
- Provides examples of nonliving things like chairs, water, rocks.
- Uses side-by-side comparisons to highlight differences.
Interactive Activities or Questions
- Includes questions like ?Is a car living or nonliving?? or ?What do plants need to grow??
- Promotes active engagement and critical thinking.
Summary and Conclusion

- Reiterates main points.
- Reinforces distinctions through simple summaries.

Pros of Using Living and Nonliving Things Passages in Second Grade
Utilizing well-designed passages offers numerous benefits for young learners.

Features and Benefits

- Enhances Reading Skills: Integrates science content with literacy development.
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- Visual Learning: lllustrations and photographs help visual learners understand concepts.

- Builds Scientific Vocabulary: Introduces words like ?alive,? ?growth,? ?reproduce,? ?nonliving.?
- Encourages Observation: Prompts students to observe their environment actively.

- Fosters Curiosity: Engages students? natural interest in the world around them.

- Supports Differentiated Learning: Can be adapted for varied reading levels.

Pros Summary

- Combines literacy and science education effectively.
- Encourages hands-on and visual learning.

- Easy to incorporate into daily lesson plans.

- Suitable for diverse classroom settings.

Challenges and Cons of Living and Nonliving Things Passages

Despite their many advantages, there are some challenges associated with using these passages in
second-grade classrooms.

Potential Drawbacks

- Simplification Risks: Over-simplifying concepts might lead to misconceptions.

- Limited Depth: Passages may not cover all aspects or nuances of the topic.

- Engagement Variability: Not all students may find static passages engaging.

- Dependence on Visuals: Over-reliance on pictures may hinder understanding for some learners.
- Language Barriers: English language learners may need additional support with vocabulary.

Addressing Challenges
- Use a variety of teaching methods alongside passages, such as hands-on activities.
- Incorporate videos, experiments, and outdoor observations.

- Clarify misconceptions through discussion.
- Provide vocabulary supports, like word banks or visual aids.

Effective Strategies for Teaching Living and Nonliving Things
To maximize the effectiveness of passages, educators can employ various strategies:

Interactive Reading
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- Encourage students to predict, ask questions, and summarize as they read.

- Use think-pair-share activities to promote discussion.
Hands-On Activities

- Sort objects into living and nonliving groups.

- Plant seeds and observe growth over time.

- Collect natural items from outside and classify them.
Visual Aids and Models

- Use charts, diagrams, and pictures to reinforce concepts.

- Create a classroom ?nature corner? with real examples.
Discussion and Reflection

- Ask open-ended questions to stimulate thinking.

- Have students draw or write about what they learned.
Assessment and Reinforcement

- Use simple quizzes or worksheets based on passages.
- Conduct informal observations during activities.

Vol. 2026, Issue 9

Sample Passage for Second Grade: Living vs. Nonliving Things

Living things are things that grow, change, and reproduce. They need air, water, and food to stay
alive. Animals, plants, and insects are living things. For example, a dog can grow bigger, and a

sunflower can produce seeds.

Nonliving things do not grow, reproduce, or need food. They are not alive, but they can still be
useful. Examples include rocks, chairs, and water. Nonliving things can change because of weather

or human activity, but they do not grow or have babies.

Questions for Students:
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- Is a tree a living or nonliving thing? Why?
- Name two nonliving things in the classroom.
- What do living things need to stay alive?

This simple passage introduces core ideas clearly and encourages students to think critically about
their environment.

Conclusion: Making Living and Nonliving Things Passages Effective

Living and nonliving things passages are a vital tool in second-grade science education. They serve
as accessible, engaging, and educational resources that help young learners grasp basic scientific
concepts. When carefully designed with age-appropriate language, vivid visuals, and interactive
elements, these passages can foster curiosity, improve literacy, and lay a solid foundation for future
scientific exploration.

While there are some challenges?such as oversimplification and engagement issues?these can be
mitigated through diverse teaching strategies, hands-on activities, and ongoing discussions.
Ultimately, the goal is to cultivate a sense of wonder and understanding about the natural world,
empowering students to observe, question, and appreciate the living and nonliving things around
them.

By integrating well-crafted passages with active learning approaches, educators can create a
dynamic and meaningful science learning experience for second graders that nurtures their natural
curiosity and supports their educational growth.

QuestionAnswer What is a living thing? A living thing is something that grows, breathes, and
needs food and water, like a dog or a tree. What is a nonliving thing? A nonliving thing is something
that does not grow, breathe, or need food, like a rock or a chair. Can a plant be a living or nonliving
thing? A plant is a living thing because it grows and needs water and sunlight. Is the sun a living or
nonliving thing? The sun is a nonliving thing because it does not grow or need food. Do animals
need food to live? Yes, animals are living things and need food to grow and stay healthy. Are rocks
living or nonliving? Rocks are nonliving because they do not grow or breathe. What are some
examples of living things? Examples of living things are cats, flowers, and fish. What are some
examples of nonliving things? Examples of nonliving things are toys, water bottles, and buildings.
Why do plants need sunlight? Plants need sunlight to make their food and grow. How can you tell if
something is living or nonliving? You can tell if something is living if it grows, needs air or water, and
can move or respond. Nonliving things do not do these things.

Related keywords: living things, nonliving things, plants, animals, rocks, humans, environment,
characteristics, habitats, classification
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